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Course Description:

This course provides students with a general overview of social gerontology with topics ranging from the myths and stereotypes of aging, the three aspects of aging (physical, psychological and social,) aging and society (including family life and the economics and politics of aging,) as well as various special issues in aging (living environments, long-term care, death & dying and careers in aging.)

Emphasis is placed on acquainting the participants with emerging issues in gerontology and the impact of an aging society on personal relationships, societal changes and governmental programs.

Course Objectives:  

This course will:

1. Introduce students to the vocabulary used in the study and practice of gerontology.

2. Provide an interdisciplinary perspective to gerontology.

3. Give students an understanding of the current issues in gerontology and the impact of these issues on public policy and service delivery.

4. Provide the participants with knowledge about the aging process and its impact on their social and familial relationships.

Student Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the course, students should be able to::

4. Have an understanding of basic terms in aging and gerontology

4. Understand the demographics used to describe aging in a population

4. Discuss pertinent issues relating to aging from different academic fields

4. Be able to apply and evaluate this knowledge outside of the classroom

4. Recognize the role of political and social policy in gerontology

Length of Course:
44 class hours

Grading Method:
A-F/P-NP
Required Text:
Gary S. Kart (2000) The Realities of Aging.  An Introduction to Gerontology (6th Edition.)  Allyn & Bacon: Needham Heights, MA. 
Library materials and internet resources will be added as needed.

Prerequisites:
None

Major Topic Outline:

Myths of Aging and Ageism
Demographics and Ethnicity
Biopsychosocial Aspects of Aging
Sociological Theories of Aging

Aging and Family Life

Economics of Aging

Work, Retirement and Leisure 
Politics of Aging

Religion and Aging
Living Environments of the Elderly

Death & Dying
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